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Introduction
Summary of Making the Million-Ring Design
Thank you for purchasing my Million-Ring Design tutorial! Wire Rings have nearly 
endless variations. I’ve made thousands of rings in the past decade and I’ve never made 
the same one twice, although I use essentially the same technique every time. I’m sure I 
could make a million and never repeat one! This technique gives you a solid foundation 
and allows for infinite diversions from the main steps to create a ring that’s uniquely 
yours. 

Despite each resulting ring’s one-of-a-kind design, I developed this technique for pro-
duction and sale; therefore it is quick, economical, and profitable. I never make fewer 
than 50 at a time, and I sell hundreds each year at juried art galleries and craft shows; 
for years my retail price was $22CDN but since holding the tiny wire aggravates my re-
petitive strain injury and hurts my fingers, I raised the price to $28 to try and keep sales 
low - but I sell just as many! Whatever your goal - making gifts or items for sale - you 
will find these rings easy to make and popular with others.

The tutorial has two phases: A plain wire-only ring (as shown) and a fully-decorated 
bead ring. The monochromatic blue ring in the photos is the exact ring created using 
these tutorial pages. Several variations in style are discussed with plenty of photos to 
back them up!

My Experience
Jewellery Tutorials are a perfect fit for me, which means my tutorials are perfect for you. 
Here’s why:

 » I’m a self-taught wire artist, since 1998, so I know what it’s like to struggle 
with a new technique or to work without special tools, and you’ll find work-
arounds in my tutorials. You’ll also find many of my techniques are different 
from the usual since nobody was teaching when I was learning and I had to 
invent something new every time I was solving a problem!

 » My day job is to write course curriculum for online, adult learners, and I’m 
good at it. So you’ll find my tutorials have clear, concise, accurate instruc-
tions with photos for every step - even partial steps. I know how to teach you 
no matter how you learn best! 

 » I make jewellery to sell - and I sell a lot of it - so many of my techniques are 
designed to efficiently put into production, leading to tutorial stages which 
you can easily follow.

 » I am a graphic designer, so you’ll find a consistent, readable layout on every 
page, photos that draw your focus to the relevant step, and constant clues to 
keep your place - even if you forget to staple and the whole thing falls apart!

You keep reading, and I’ll keep looking for exciting new ways to help you make jewellery!
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Pliers
The most important tool for wire could arguably be the pliers you use. The biggest thing 
to remember with pliers is to keep full contact with wire when using them, to avoid mis-
shaping the wire.  I tend to use Lindstrom pliers because they’re easy on my hands - but 
any kind will do! The bent nose pliers work great for getting the right angle without 
twisting your wrist all around.

Wire
Using artistic wire instead of a precious metal wire allows a lot of leeway in design, so 
specific measurements aren’t necessary. Smaller amounts of wire are harder to control; 
but really long wire (longer than your arm, for instance) is also difficult. For the average 
size 6 ring, about a foot of wire should be enough.

Beads
I like using fire-polished Czech beads, usually in two-tone colours. They’re strong and 
beautiful, and the facets catch the light and make your work a little fancier. And who 
doesn’t like a little bit of fancy?

Support
Please feel free to contact me at wireart@gaylebird.com for explanations and clarifica-
tions – I am, after all, a teacher and I want your learning experience to be enjoyable! 
Buying this tutorial comes with full support from me - I can answer questions or help 
you understand any piece of the technique. I actually have an adult learning instructor 
day-job where I literally answer questions all day, so I’m super good at it! 

Staying in Touch
I spend most days on the computer or with my phone nearby, and I would love to talk to 
you! You can email me or connect via my Facebook page. I share free techniques and 
tutorials at my website, on Youtube, and on Facebook. 

Required Supplies

1. round artistic wire, 20 or 22 gauge;

2. round artistic wire, 26 or 28 ga;

3. one 6mm glass bead, four 4mm glass 
beads (or your choice of beads;

4. two 2mm metal beads to match the wire; 

5. a ring mandrel & hammer; 

6. flush cutters; 

7. chain nose OR bent chain nose pliers. 
Round nose pliers might help too!

mailto:wireart@gaylebird.com
mailto:wireart@gaylebird.com
https://www.facebook.com/GayleBirdDesigns
http://www.gaylebird.com
https://www.youtube.com/user/Nightingayle


www.gaylebird.com 6 The Million-Ring Design

Create the Ring Base
2. This is a two-step tutorial. First we’ll create a wire-only ring - what I call the base, and which is actually 

totally wearable on its own - and then we’ll use a smaller gauge wire to add beads to it for a second 
level of fun. 

Building the Ring 

1. Gather your supplies. 
 
It’s important to have all 
your materials ready when 
you begin. Think of it like 
following a recipe - you 
wouldn’t want to be halfway 
through baking a cake and 
realize you were missing the 
baking powder!

3. Using The Ring Mandrel

4. You probably need a real ring 
mandrel for this UNLESS you 
can find something else that 
you know is the right final 
size - a fat marker, a dowel, 
etc. 

5. Cut a piece of 20 or 22ga 
wire about 10-12 inches long.  

The Wire-Wrap Steps
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6. Place the center of the wire 
along the back edge of 
the ring mandrel, at or just 
smaller than the final size of 
the ring. Here, we’re aiming 
for about a size 6.  
NOTE: Ring mandrels 
are round, but fingers are 
squareish. I find sizes quite 
variable.

7. Wrap the wire ends around 
the front of the mandrel. 
Make sure the wire ends 
lay next to each other; they 
should not cross and the wire 
should maintain full contact 
with the mandrel at all 
times. To keep in line with my 
photos, make sure the right-
hand wire is above the left-
hand wire on the mandrel. 

8. Wrap the wires around the 
back of the mandrel and 
bring them back over the 
front again. Again, make sure 
the wires don’t cross.

9. You should now have three 
layers of wire laying flat 
against each other and 
the mandrel, with two tails 
hanging out at either side 
from the front. 

10. Pull on the tails to tighten 
up the wire and put your 
thumb on the flat of the 
three crossed wires where 
they meet in the front. Put 
your index finger against the 
wires flat at the back as well.
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Securing the Shank

11. Holding very, very tightly, 
pull the wires off the mandrel 
very slowly. Use as many of 
your fingers as necessary to 
keep them from slipping out 
of shape. Here my middle 
finger is tight against the 
back of the wires while my 
thumb and forefinger are 
grasping the front wires. My 
ring finger is often put into 
action as well to hold it tight. 

12. Be sure all of the wires 
are tight and flat in the 
ring-shape.Wiggle them 
slightly with your fingers if 
necessary.
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13. Using your chain-nose 
pliers, bend one of the tails 
at a 90-degree angle over 
top of the three parallel 
wires.

14.  Keeping a tight hold on the 
3 wires, pull the tail behind 
and through the centre of 
the ring with your fingers. 
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15. Pull the tail tight against 
the three parallel wires with 
your fingers.  

16. Using your chain-nose 
or bent-chain-nose pliers, 
tighten and flatten the tail 
against the wires. 

17. Repeat steps 11-13 until 
you’ve made three tight 
wraps around the parallel 
ring wires.

18. You can let go now! The 
wires should be fairly secured 
by that first wrap.
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19. Flip the ring around 180 
degrees on your finger, so 
you can repeat the proce-
dure with the second tail end 
of wire.

20. Create a 90-degree bend 
in this second tail. 
 
DESIGN NOTE: 
Depending on the size of 
your ring and how far across 
the surface of the ring-top 
you want your beads to run, 
you can put this bend further 
or closer from the first one. 
Your design will extend 
slightly beyond the edges 
of the wrap, so keep that in 
mind too!

21. As before, wrap the tail 
around the top and through 
the ring and pull it tight with 
your fingers. Flatten it tightly 
with your pliers. 
 
 

22. Wrap the tail tightly around 
the 3 wires twice more, for a 
total of three times.
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23. You’ve successfully com-
pleted the ring band! It 
should now be perfectly 
secure, with a space at the 
top between two wraps 
where decoration will go, and 
two long-ish tails of wire.



www.gaylebird.com 13 The Million-Ring Design

Decorating the  
Ring Base

24. Hold the ring as before 
(but not as tightly now!) 
and grasp the bottom-most 
tail of wire, which should be 
pointing off to your right.  
 

25. Bend the tail in a loose, flat 
circle away from the wraps 
(clockwise). This is the start 
of your decorative base.

26. Continue to make flat loops 
along the top of the space 
between the wraps, in any 
pattern you like. Be sure 
to leave about an inch to 
secure the other end. 
 
NOTE: Depending on how 
long your original wire was, 
you’ll have more or less wire 
to make decorations with. 

27. Holding your decorative 
loops flat to the top of the 
ring, tuck the end of your 
tail wire through the ring, 
up against the wrap on the 
opposite side.
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28. Wrap the tail tightly around 
the ring band. Keep the wrap 
flat.

29. Flatten down this new wrap 
with your pliers. 
 
NOTE: Be very careful not to 
let the wires of the ring band 
twist or cross over each 
other!

30. Cut the tail wire close to 
the top of the band and 
flatten it down. 
 
DESIGN NOTE: Leave the 
cut wire end on the top of 
the band to avoid scratchy 
bits against the wearer’s 
finger. 
Repeat the loop/decoration 
process on the other tail of 
wire as described below: 
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31. With your fingers, curl the 
tail of wire away from the 
original wrap in a clockwise 
motion.  
 
NOTE:  With this action 
you’ll be covering the 
exposed wire end you just 
cut and avoiding catches on 
fabric. 

32. Create another layer of 
looped decoration over top 
of the first layer of loops, in 
any pattern you like. 
 
DESIGN NOTE: You can 
create simple loops in the 
same direction, create alter-
nating loops (go clockwise, 
then counterclockwise, then 
clockwise again), or double 
a loop on top of itself for 
various looks.

33. When you reach the other 
side, leave about an inch of 
the tail for the final wrap. 
 
 
 

34. Tuck the end under the first 
loop you made and pull it 
tight to the original wrap.
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35. Pull the wire tail through 
the ring and snug it tightly 
up against the band. Try 
to tuck it up and under the 
furthest loop.

36. Finish wrapping the tail up 
over the top of the band. 
 
NOTE: It will be easier 
to complete this step with 
longer wire; don’t cut too 
soon!

37. Again, cut the wire close to 
the top of the band. Be sure 
to always cut wire with the 
flat side of your flush cutters 
up against the object you’re 
working on, for the flattest 
end. 
 
 

38. Tamp down the exposed 
end tightly using your pliers.
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39. Your ring should now look 
fairly finished! 
 
This is what I call a ring base, 
as it’s a base for further 
decoration.  

Work Hardening  
the Base
40. Slip the ring base back 

onto the ring mandrel. 
Depending on how tightly 
you were able to hang onto 
it in the beginning, you 
might find it’s increased or 
decreased in size. That’s why 
it’s so important you hang on 
tight! 
 
Some people use masking 
tape to hold the wires to-
gether for this reason. I find 
it’s an extra, finicky step that 
I don’t care for - but you’re 
welcome to try it at step 8 
if you find you can’t keep an 
accurate size. 
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41. Gently tap the ring all the 
way around the mandrel with 
your hammer.  
 
NOTE: If your wire has 
a coating (as mine does) 
be very careful you don’t 
hammer the wire too flat, as 
you could damage and split 
the coating. You also don’t 
want to indent the layered 
wire too much, as it could cut 
the wire right through. 
 
A few gentle taps should be 
enough to work-harden your 
wire.  
 
This will also probably make 
your ring slightly larger 
again; don’t worry, the next 
phase will close up the 
center!

42. You actually now have a 
perfectly servicable ring!  It’s 
a bit plain but this can be 
quite lovely depending on the 
levels of decoration. 
 
However, this is what I call a 
“ring base” and I will make a 
few dozen of these at a time 
before switching to Phase 
Two: Adding Colour! 
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Adding Colour
OK, here we go with Phase 
Two!

Securing the Thinner Wire
1. Cut a piece of your thinner 
wire about 5 or 6 inches 
long - 26 or 28 gauge will 
both do nicely. I’ve done this 
with other gauges, but 30 is 
too thin and susceptible to 
breaking, while 24 isn’t as 
pliable and is too bulky. 
 
NOTE: The wire I cut here 
was too short and I had 
to add a wire to finish the 
design. But that works out 
because now you’ll now how 
to add a wire!

2. Thread the thin wire 
through one of the end loops 
on the base ring so that it 
passes through both a loop 
and the ring itself. Leave a 
small tail of about an inch 
on the left side of the ring 
- a little longer than in this 
photo; in the next photo I 
must have unconsciously 
pulled it further before wrap-
ping around the ring band 
and taking the photo. 

3. Curve the tail up and over 
the top of the ring (clock-
wise), tuck it down into a 
loop on the right side and 
continue wrapping the tail 
around the ring band and 
back out the other side 
where it started. 
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4. Pull the loop tight.

5. Continue wrapping the tail 
around the ring base.

6. Snip the tail end at the 
top of the ring (as before) 
and pull the long end up 
through the loop one last 
time, so it’s perpindicular and 
relatively centered to the fur-
thermost loop in the design.
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Adding Beads
7. Here’s the fun part - pick 
your beads! Sometimes you 
can use more or fewer beads, 
depending on the size of 
the ring and the amount of 
space you’ve left between 
the original wraps. Here I’ve 
chosen a 6mm focal bead of 
firepolished faceted Czech 
glass, and four accent beads 
in 4mm faceted glass. 
 
There are many tutorials 
on colour choice on jewel-
erylessons.com if you aren’t 
comfortable picking colours. 
I tend to go for highly con-
trasted colours, but in this 
case I went monochromatic - 
that is, I chose beads in dif-
ferent shades of blue. When 
in doubt, go mono! 

8. Slide one of your 2mm 
beads onto the wire.

9.  Slide the beads you’ve 
chosen onto the wire in the 
order you wish. I tend to 
create a graduated line with 
a larger bead in the centre.
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10. Bend the beads over on 
their wire across the top of 
the ring base. 
 
Two things for you to take 
notice of: 
 
  1. The 2mm bead in the 
same colour as your wire is 
filling in the gap between the 
ring base and the first bead. 
Even at 4mm, there would be 
a large gap of thin, vulner-
able wire here, so we put in 
the tiny bead to keep the 
wire safe.  
 
  2. Discerning eyes will 
notice that these beads 
extend past the space avail-
able along the face of the 
ring. You can EITHER use 
fewer beads if you want the 
line of beads to be straight 
across the face of the ring, 
OR do what I’m about to do, 

which is curve the wire until 
the beads fit in an S-shape!

11. Push the beads into a 
curving S-shape across the 
top of the base. Make sure 
each bead has some sup-
porting wire underneath 
(those original decorations 
weren’t just for show! 
 
 
Here’s how it looks now from 
the side - fits perfectly along 
the length!
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12. Slip another 2mm silver-
tone bead onto the end of 
the wire to fill in the gap. 

Securing the Beads
13. You’re going to wrap the 
long end of your wire around 
the ring base to secure it.  
 
If you kept the beads next to 
the base while you did this, 
you might kink the wire.  

14. So, lift up the whole wire, 
beads and all, to pivot at the 
original 2mm bead. Hold it so 
that gravity keeps the beads 
in place, and tuck the tail 
wire into a loop and through 
the ring base.

15. Gently pull the wire 
through until the 2mm bead 
is snug against the face of 
the ring. Make sure none of 
the beads have slipped out 
of place and created gaps in 
the wire!
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16. Wrap the thinner wire 
around the ring base at least 
once or twice more, tucking it 
in as best you can. 

The basic shape of the ring 
is done, but the beads are 
free-floating. You’ll use a 
sewing motion to secure the 
beads to the top of the ring 
base.  

17. Pull the tail end of the 
thin wire up through one of 
the loops close to the gap 
between the first two 4mm 
beads. Pull tight!
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18. Bring the wire up and 
over the gap between the 
4mm beads, and looking 
straight down on the ring, 
find a gap between decora-
tive loops to push the end of 
your wire through.

19. Pull the wire tight 
so that it sits in the gap 
between the 4mm beads and 
has made a full loop around 
the ring base. 
 
 
You’ve essentially just “sewn” 
the first couple of beads to 
the top of the ring base. You 
will continue in this fashion 
of wrapping the tail wire 
around the gaps and tucking 
it close through the gaps in 
the decorative loops in the 
process, as before.
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20. Continue the sewing 
process: pull the wire up 
through another loop on the 
ring base.

21. Pull the wire up tightly, 
next to the gap between the 
4mm and 6mm bead. 

22. Find a gap on the other 
side of the ring and tuck the 
wire through, snugging it in 
between the two beads in the 
process. 

23. Pull the wire tightly back 
through the bottom of the ring.  
 
Oh, dang. Here’s where I found 
out the wire is too short. 
Whoops! As mentioned, cut 
yours longer to avoid this.
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24. Finish off this too-short 
wire by wrapping it around 
one of the decorative loops. 

26. Tuck the end of your wire 
along the top of the ring, as 
before, to avoid snags. Use 
your pliers to snug it tightly 
down.

25. Make your wraps closer 
and tighter than mine!
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Adding Extra Wire

27. Cut another piece of  
your thinner gauge wire a 
little longer than the first.  
 
(Remember, we’re only doing 
this because I goofed and 
cut it too short in the first 
place! Cut your original wire 
twice this length and you 
won’t have to stop and start; 
you can sew across the 
whole ring in one step.) 
 
 

28. Attach the new wire to 
the other end of the ring, 
same as the first one: 

29. Tuck the wire through 
the last decorative loop on 
the ring base.  

30. Wrap the tail end tightly 
around the ring base. Cut 
and tuck the end wire at the 
top of the ring tightly with 
your pliers.
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31. Starting with the wire 
near the gap between two 
beads...

32. Pull the wire up and over 
the ring and tuck it down into 
one of the gaps on the other 
side.
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33. Pull the wire tightly down 
into the gap between the 
beads.

34. Aiming for the next gap 
between beads, pull the wire 
up and over and tuck it into 
another gap further along 
the ring base on the other 
side.
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35. Keep sewing by wrapping 
the wire around the ring base 
and settling it into the gaps 
between beads. 
 
Keep pulling the wire as 
tightly as you can.  
 
NOTE: This “sewing” motion 
not only secures the beads 
to the base, but it secures 
the relatively loose decora-
tive loops you created on the 
base itself!

36. Again, aiming for the 
next gap between beads, 
pull the wire up and over 
and tuck it into another gap 
further along the ring base 
on the other side. 

37. When you reach the end 
of the beads, wrap the wire 
around the ring base one 
more time. You CAN stop 
here and tuck the end in with 
your pliers. However, I usually 
like to sew back along the 
length of beads in the oppo-
site direction for even more 
security. 
 
Here, you can see the 
optimal looping action to 
avoid kinks. Wrapping such 
thin wire in such close places 
can create kinks easily, so 
create large loops, pull slowly, 
and keep a finger within the 
loop to keep it straight. If the 
loop starts to kink or twist, 
stop, pull it back, make the 
loop larger and try again. 
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38. Pull the wire back up into a 
large loop and sew back along 
the length of beads. 

39. Sew...
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43. Sew...

44. Sew!

45. Finish up the last wrap. 
Note: I’ve flipped the ring 
between photos.
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47. Cut the wire flush to the 
base at the top of the ring. 
Tap it down tightly with your 
pliers. 
Note: I’ve flipped the ring 
between photos again. Sorry!

Finishing the Ring

46. Pull the wire tight and 
wrap it around the ring 
shank. Tuck it up under the 
decorative loops as much as 
possible.

48. Hey, you’re finished!
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Checking on Sizing
Where’d we end up on that 
size thing? After the addition 
of all that sewing, I find the 
ring usually ends up approxi-
mately where you started; if 
it slips at all, it goes in the 
direction of being slightly too 
large, so keep that in mind. 
And hold tight!

Variations
As mentioned, there are endless looks this ring can produce depending on the number and type 
of decorative loops, the colour of your wire, and the type, size and colour of your beads. The next 
few pages show only some of the variations possible. Use your imagination and show me what 
you can do!
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One large, square bead, 
which requires wider decora-
tive loops on the ring base to 
keep it stable:

Colored-wire-only; Metal 
beads for decoration

A single bead with washers for a 
steampunk look:
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This blue bead is held in ver-
tically with a spiral headpin 
that also wraps around the 
washers and the ring base:

An irregular gemstone bead - 
somteimes you have to get creative 
with 2mm bead placement!

And endless color variations 
with both beads and wire:
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Related Resources
If you liked this tutorial, you might enjoy my Simple Steps of Light Pendant and my Twisted Wire 
Earrings tutorials. Use similar beads to create a set of jewellery quite easily. Or, combine the 
techniques to make a twisted pendant or a stepped pair of earrings! The idea is to learn the 
techniques, not just the specific project.

Simple Steps of Light Tutorial
I’m a big fan of techniques that are easily reproduced but still 
allow for infinite variations to create a project that’s different 
each time. This simple pendant is one such technique! In addi-
tion to the pendant design itself, in this tutorial you will learn:

* how to make a bail without special tools

* how to use bail-making pliers

* how to use flush cutters properly

* how to make a spiral in the middle of a wire (not at the end)

Get the Simple Steps of Light tutorial

Simple Twisted Wire Earrings Tutorial
Get immediate satisfaction with this effortless set of instruc-
tions to create the earrings pictured. 17 pages of clear, crisp 
instructions will walk you through each and every step of this 
simple design.

By changing the colourway, size, and number of beads, you can 
create many different kinds of earrings.

I write my tutorials for the absolute beginner. Here in addi-
tion to the design itself, I talk about creating symmetry with 
earring designs and how to properly open and close purchased 
earwires.

Get the Simple Twisted Wire Earrings tutorial

More from Gayle
I also regularly update my blog with tips, techniques, and follow-along photoshoots of my studio 
experiments in wire, clay, and metal. Check it out if you’re interested - or any of my other social 
media outlets:

Visit Blog

https://www.etsy.com/listing/108161518/tutorial-simple-steps-of-light-wire
https://www.etsy.com/listing/106089489/tutorial-simple-twisted-earrings-wire
http://www.gaylebird.com
https://www.facebook.com/GayleBirdDesigns
https://www.instagram.com/gaylebirddesigns/
https://www.pinterest.com/gayle_bird/my-wire-jewellery/
http://gaylebird.com/feed/
https://www.youtube.com/user/Nightingayle
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Supply Sources
There are many places to buy materials. It can be confusing and intimidating to buy online, so 
here are a few of my favourites - I’ve ordered from these companies many times over and can 
recommend their product and customer service very highly. I live in Canada, so if you’re in the US 
your mileage may vary.

Tools
I absolutely, unequivocably, totally and completely LOVE my Lindstrom pliers. Those flush cutters 
are just a dream to use. However, they’re certainly expensive - at $50+ per pair they’re not for 
the novice. If you’re just getting started, then a simple set like you can find at Michael’s will do. 
You’ll want a bent-nose, round-nose, and flush cutters - just be sure the bent-nose doesn’t have 
grooves. If your hands are strong, these little ones look good!

I used to buy them at Urban Maille but it appears they’ve switched to Tronex and Eurotools. You 
can still trust Urban Maille - I have Tronex pliers and they are useful but I’ve got a repetitive 
strain injury and fibromyalgia, and let me tell you - the long-armed Lindstroms are a delight. The 
next best place to get them, I’d say, is Fire Mountain Gems. But really anywhere you trust, if they 
carry the Lindstroms, I can’t recommend them enough.

Fire Mountain Gems Lindstroms @ Fire Mountain Gems 

Urban Maille The current tool selection @ Urban Maille

My ring mandrel and hammer I both got at Rings & Things. The mandrel is heavy steel and costs 
could be high to ship; check your local Michael’s first. Try to avoid the mandrel with the grooves, 
or a plastic one; if you intend to make a few rings it’s worth getting the real thing. I recently got a 
mandrel that has a 360-degree vise grip so it attaches to the bench; worth every penny.

Rings & Things Ring mandrels @ RNT  BONUS: Bench-vise Mandrel @ RNT

I’ve actually written a post of tool recommendations on my book blog at

 http://freeformwireartjewelry.com/wire-wrap-tool-recommendations/ if you’re interested.

http://canada.michaels.com/on/demandware.store/Sites-MichaelsCanada-Site/default/Product-Show?pid=C_bd1028&cgid=products-beads-tools
https://shop.rings-things.com/cart/pc/Tool-Ring-Mandrel-p17817.htm
https://shop.rings-things.com/cart/pc/EURO-TOOL-360-Degree-Mandrel-Vise-p24147.htm
http://freeformwireartjewelry.com/wire-wrap-tool-recommendations/
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Chains & Findings
I tend to make a lot of my own findings - bails and the like - but chain is just beyond my limit 
of patience; and ear-wires are SO cheap that unless it’s a super-special pair, I usually go with 
the mass-produced ones. For basic findings, you can’t go wrong with Rings & Things or Fire 
Mountain Gems.

Beads
Oh, beads. My one true love (don’t tell my husband). Beads, let’s face it, are the whole reason I’m 
in the business. I love buying them, I love sorting them, I love looking at them, I love combining 
them, I just love them. I buy them in MANY places - often Etsy - but my favourite is a Canadian 
outfit called BeadFX. Their service is spectacular. And I can’t tell you how many times I got 
sucked into >$100 orders have free shipping.

Wire
I may have mentioned already that I prefer artistic wire to sterling or even plain plated. The best 
wire, hands-down, for my style, is from a company called Parawire. The silver is 99% pure over 
a solid copper core with a poly-nylon enamel that keeps it from tarnishing; while their antiqued 
colored wires make me swoon. Trust me, you can’t go wrong. Frank will hook you up. 

 Parawire

More Tutorials
It would be really great if you would look at my other wire wrap tutorials! I think you’ll agree that I 
write clearly, professionally, and that my tutorials are full of great ideas and photos. 

You can buy any of them online at https://www.etsy.com/shop/gaylebird

http://www.rings-things.com
http://www.firemountaingems.com/
http://www.firemountaingems.com/
http://beadfx.com/
http://parawire.com/
https://www.etsy.com/shop/gaylebird
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About theArtist
As a child, beachcombing with family in Cape Breton, I became 
captivated by the natural colours and shapes surrounding 
me. Making jewelry became a means to transform Eastern 
Canada’s brilliant scenery and calm, creative lifestyle into 
works of art. By capturing local colour with the sinuous curves 
of my native coastlines, I can tell stories from my home island 
through tiny, wearable canvases.

The only constant to my work, besides colour, is change. I 
thrive on new discoveries, so every new technique I try will 
merge and grow into the next, delivering surprise and joy as 
every piece takes shape. I delight in overcoming challenges and 
solving problems, for I know each piece I make is made richer 
by the journey it takes from raw materials to final shape.

Communities of artists, both local and global, inform my work 
and drive my innovative spirit. It’s self-evident that I should 
share my work with others; breaking down my process helps 
not only me, but also others who can build on my techniques, 
combining colour and shape in newer, richer ways to take the 
evolution of my work forever forward. Each piece of jewelry 
becomes a phrase in an unfolding conversation around the 
world.

Gayle Bird is an online education instructor and course developer, writing and 
teaching curriculum for adult learners in various design subjects. She taught herself 
jewelry design and became a juried member of the Cape Breton Centre for Craft 
and Design in Nova Scotia in 2007. Her jewelry is sold in stores across Nova Scotia. 
She published her first book, Freeform Wire Art Jewelry: Techniques for designing 
with wire, beads & gems, in the spring of 2015.

Gayle’s online video and downloadable tutorials have impressed over a million users 
with her clear, concise, accurate instructions.

With big, bold pieces that are daringly colourful, and smaller, delicate choices for a 
subtle brilliance, you’re sure to find the exact piece to fit your personality. A proud 
Cape Breton artist, Gayle is dedicated to creating beautiful, distinctive jewellery 
that anybody can wear – and everybody will be talking about!
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http://freeformwireartjewelry.com
http://freeformwireartjewelry.com

